
  

 

Get the Facts on Issue 17 
The Facts 
 
On November 5, 2013, Gahanna residents will be 
asked to vote to increase the City's income tax rate 
from 1.5 to 2.5%. This tax rate has not changed since 
1977. City Council has approved legislation to change 
the income tax credit from 83.3 to 100% for residents 
who live in Gahanna and work in another city. The 
credit change will only go into effect if the tax measure 
passes. 
 

 
 
 

* If you are retired, collecting social security, 
unemployed, on active duty or disability, your tax 
exempt status will NOT change. 
* If you do not work in Gahanna, YOUR TAXES MAY 
NOT INCREASE if the issue passes. 

October 24, 2013 
 

  

Upcoming Events 
 

  

October 31, 2013  
Trick or Treat 
6 pm - 8 pm   

  
 

  

Quick Links 
City Website  
Mifflin Twp. Division of Fire 

Frequently Asked 
Questions  
Sign Up For Code Red 

Find a traffic crash report 

 
  

Get Connected! 

      
City of Gahanna  

200 South Hamilton  
Gahanna, OH 43230 

614.342.4000 
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* More than 70% of Gahanna's income tax comes from 
all people WHO WORK IN GAHANNA. 
* Approximately 56% of Gahanna residents will see 
their income taxes DECREASE or STAY THE SAME 
due to the change in credit. 
* If you LIVE AND WORK in the City of Gahanna, you 
will see a 1% increase in your taxes if the issue 
passes. Click here on the Income Tax Calculator to 
determine how your take home pay will be impacted. 
 
To learn more about Issue 17, log on to 
www.gahanna.gov.   

Gahanna in the News 
As part of our Income Tax Reform education series, 
this week we are featuring a Letter to the Editor 
published in ThisWeek Community News from 
Assistant City Administrator, Brandi Braun. 
 

Five-Year Needs Assessment Shows Where  
Funds Would Go 

  
A major component of the city's planning process is 
the five-year capital-needs assessment. This 
document determines our ability to fund current and 
future capital improvements. 
  
On Oct.15, the updated assessment was presented to 
City Council. The document reflects the years 2014 -
18 and includes projects that are needed to maintain 
our existing city assets, infrastructure and quality of 
life. It is a realistic assessment based on our citizen 
surveys, master plans, community interaction and 
professional knowledge. 
  
The total for capital projects needed over the next five 
years is $50,800,000; the amount needed in 2014 is 
$9,700,000. However, at our current tax rate, we can 
fund only 25 percent of our identified needs. The 75 
percent of projects that we cannot fund will again be 
deferred to later years, most likely at greater cost, and 
compounds the funding gap we face in the future. 
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To read the complete letter, click here. For more 
media coverage on the Five-Year Capital Needs 
Assessment, click here. 

Your Income Tax Reform 
Resources 

 
  
The City of Gahanna has developed an online tax 
calculator that allows you to understand how the 
Income Tax proposal (Issue 17) will impact your take 
home pay.  
  
As a reminder, local income tax is paid primarily to the 
city in which you work. To access the resident online 
tax calculator, click here. 
  

  

 
 

Missed some City of 
Gahanna Update 

editions? 

Check out previous 
editions here 
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Additionally, we have prepared a list of Frequently 
Asked Questions (FAQ's) and answers to assist with 
providing you with information concerning the Income 
Tax Reform proposal, click  here for more information. 

Community News & Events 
Fire Marshal Advises Residents to be  

Candle-Burning Smart 
  

   
  
Recently, Firefighters in Jackson Township (Grove 
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City) responded to an early morning fire,with flames 
reaching 30 feet into the air.  An unattended candle 
was believed to be the reason for the fire.  
 
The National Fire Protection Association estimates 
that roughly one-third (35%) of home candle fires are 
started in the bedroom.  Fire Marshall Steve Welsh of 
the Mifflin Township Division of Fire wants to remind 
Gahanna residents about the dangers of leaving a 
candle unattended. 
 
While candle burning is legal in homes, Fire Marshall 
Welsh and The National Fire Protection Association 
wants Gahanna residents to be mindful of safe 
practices while burning candles. 
 
If you do burn candles, make sure that you: 

• Use candle holders that are sturdy, and won't 
tip over easily. 

• Put candle holders on a sturdy, uncluttered 
surface. 

• Light candles carefully.  Keep your hair and any 
loose clothing away from the flame. 

• Don't burn a candle all the way down - put it out 
before it gets too close to the holder or 
container. 

• Never use a candle if oxygen is used in the 
home. 

• Have flashlights and battery-powered lighting 
ready to use during a power outage.  Never use 
candles. 

*source: NFPA's Home Candle Fires report by Marty Ahrens, Dec. 2012 
 
For more information about candle burning safety, log 
on to the National Fire Protection Association, or call 
the Mifflin Township Division of Fire Prevention Bureau 
at 614.939.1853. 
___________________________________________  

  
 RideSTRONG for Cancer Survivors  

November 9, 2013 
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The Gahanna/John E. Bickley YMCA invite you to  
join hundreds of cyclists for the largest cyclist event  
in central Ohio - 2013 RideSTRONG on Saturday,  
Nov. 9th from 8 am - 2pm.  
 
The event will take place at the North YMCA and will 
feature 100 indoor cycles, celebrity instructors, cool 
swag and much more. 
 
The revenue generated from this event will go toward  
supporting LiveSTRONG at the YMCA - a free  
program dedicated to supporting cancer survivors in  
their healing journey at various Y's throughout central  
Ohio, including the Gahanna/John E. Bickley YMCA.  
 
Training for the 2013 RideSTRONG event will occur 
between Oct. 1 - Nov. 8. For more information, 
contact the Gahanna/John E. Bickley YMCA at 
614.416.9622 or click here. 
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